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Humanism is a rational 

philosophy informed by science, 
inspired by art, and motivated by 
compassion. It affirms the dignity 
of each human being and 
supports individual liberty 
consonant with social and 
planetary responsibility. 
Humanism advocates 
participatory democracy, the 
open society, human rights and 
social justice. Free of 
supernaturalism, it recognizes 
human beings as part of nature 
and holds that values—be they 
religious, ethical, social, or 
political—have their source in 
human nature, experience, and 
culture. Humanism thus derives 
the goals of life from human need 
and interest rather than from 
theological or ideological 
abstractions, and asserts that 
humanity must take 

responsibility for its own destiny. 

—The Humanist, 
Official publication of the American 

Humanist Association 

H 
umanists of Utah is a 

Chapter of the 
American Humanist 
Association. We are a 

nonprofit corporation 

organized to advocate and 
promote ethical, rational, and 

democratic humanism among 
our membership and the 

larger community. 

HumanistsofUtah.org September 2017 Volume 28 No. 9 

Copyright Humanists of Utah 
1991-2017 

The Salt Lake Tribune published the following letter to 
the editor on June 20, 2011. I wrote the letter in response 
to how our legislature dealt with their redistricting duty 
following the 2010 Census. Utah would have a fourth 
district for the first time! As I recall there were several 
publicly discussed options on the table. The most popular, 
at least in my circle of friends, had a “donut hole” of Salt 
Lake County for one district with the rest of the state pretty 
much divided into thirds. Just when it looked like reason 
might prevail, the legislature stepped in and created our 
districts the way they are today; protecting and amplifying 
Republican majorities across the board: 

 

Re “Incumbent favoritism alters map”  
Give our legislative leaders credit—they warned us. 

One of the first “message” bills of the 2011 Utah 
Legislature let everyone know that our form of government 

is not a democracy. The current redistricting process is 
prima facie evidence of that fact. 

Utah Senate President Michael Waddoups says his first 

attempt at redistricting did a good job of keeping 
communities together, but it did not protect the 

entrenched Republican leadership, forcing a third of all 
incumbent senators to run against another one. So, he 
drew another set of boundaries to please the politicians 

instead of the people. 
Apparently, defending the franchise of communities 

smacks too much of democracy. Yes, they told us Utah 

isn't a democracy, and they are following through by 
disenfranchising both urban and rural populations. 

—Wayne Wilson 
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Humanists of Utah 

Support the AHA 
Humanists of Utah urges 

you to support the American 
Humanist Association.  

The AHA is dedicated to 
preserving individual rights and 
promoting nationally the 
philosophy of humanism.  

Membership brings you the 
Humanist magazine and Free 
Mind newsletter six times a 
year. 

Annual membership is only 
$45.00 ($35 Introductory 

Rate) and can be paid with 
plastic. Phone (800) 743-6646 
or write to: 

American Humanist 
Association 

1777 T Street, NW 
Washington DC 20009 

September 
Thursday, September 24 

Eliot Hall 
First Unitarian Church 

569 S 1300 E, Salt Lake City 
7:30 PM 

Humanists of Utah is proud to welcome Gina Eborn, President and 

one of the founding members of The Fair Redistricting Caucus of Utah 
(FRCU) to our pulpit as the featured speaker at our September general 
meeting The FRCU is a non-partisan organization that started in 
November 2016 with the goal of educating the public on the practice of 
gerrymandering and how it negatively affects all constituents regardless of 

political affiliation. FRCU is working towards ending the unfair practice of 
politicians choosing their voters instead of the other way around. Other 
key issues include voter registration and suppression will be addressed. 
Ms. Eborn has worked as a residential real estate agent for 29 years and 
is currently licensed with Remax Masters. 

Ms. Eborn’s presentation will be followed by a question and answer 

session and then an informal discussion with light refreshments. The 

meeting is open to the interested public and while there is no charge for 

admittance, donations are always welcome. 

This month my part of my message is 
personal; my life has changed significantly 
recently with my mother’s recent death. Many of 
you are aware that I have been a fulltime 
caregiver for my mother, but the caregiving goes 
back further in that Amy and I have been doing 
it for several years, first with her father and 
then, with some overlap, my mother. So, for the 
first time in a while there is no caregiving for 
someone in need. I’ve been telling people, that 
while there is plenty to do, it kind of feels like 
I’ve been leaning into an 80-mph wind and then 
suddenly, the wind is gone and you feel like your 
falling into a void of sorts. I could leave when I 
want and didn’t have to sleep with waking every 
time I heard something at night. 

My Mom lived a long life, she was 96, with 
the resources to do what she loved to do and 
that is to travel. AT 85 she went to China and 
then to Mexico for the umpteenth time just a few 
months later. And she still traveled to U of U 
football game out of state until just a couple 
years age. The last month or so was very 
difficult, but she is through suffering. 

When I moved back home with my mother to 
give full time care I had access to cable television 
for the first time in decades. Seeing too much of 
this disgraceful joke of a president is sickening 
and discouraging to say the least. So, you just 
have to stop watching at some point. 

On the other hand, I’ve been watching The 
Weather Channel almost constantly since the 
beginning of Hurricane Harvey in Texas. That 
event became the biggest flood disaster in 
history. Now we have Category. 5 Hurricane 
Irma. And remember, a category 5 hurricane is 
not just 5 times bigger than a category 1 
hurricane but rather 500 times stronger. Now as 
I write this message Hurricane Irma has been a 
category 5 for days and is breaking records as it 
goes. It is very potent and likely to impact 
Florida in a big way statewide. If that’s not bad 
enough, there is another hurricane named Jose 
that is a category 3 heading across the Atlantic. 
This will be a Hurricane season for the books, in 
a bad way. 

Watching these storms also got me thinking 
(Continued on page 3) 
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Promoting Humanism in Utah Since 1991 

H 
umanists of Utah 

meetings are open to 
the public and free of 

any admission charge. A 

discussion and light refreshments 

follow the speaker’s presentation. 

Come join us and bring a friend! 

 

M 
onthly meetings are 

held at 7:30 PM in 

Eliot Hall of the First 

Unitarian Church, 569 South 1300 
East, on the second Thursday of 

each month. 

 

D 
isclaimer: The views 

expressed herein are 
those of the authors 

and do not necessarily reflect the 

position of Humanists of Utah nor 

the American Humanist 

Association. Reprinting of articles 
is permitted for humanist groups 

promoting the interests of 

humanism if attribution is properly 

stated. 
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>> Put Your Name Here << 

>> Write an Article! << 

about climate change. I have often cautioned people when they 
point to specific weather events as proof of climate change or 
global warming. But it is hard, as a geographer not to notice 
that this global warming makes for warmer waters, and warmer 
water is where almost all the energy for these Hurricanes comes 
from. It is not just a warmer climate with rising sea levels that 
global warming brings but also changing weather patterns. 

Watching all this destruction found me admitting to myself 
that I’m not all that ready to evacuate if necessary for an 
earthquake or whatever. Preparedness is something we need to 
pay attention to. Perhaps we can discuss it as part of a meeting 
or at our book club.  

Now that I will have more free time, I look forward to getting 
more involved in our chapter. I hope to see you at our next 
meeting. I might even find time to bake a cookie or two by then. 

—Bob Lane 
President, HoU 

(Continued from page 2) 
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Meeting Topic Date Time Place 

 

General Meeting Fair Redistricting 
Gina Eborn, Pres. FRCU 

 

Sept 14 
 

7:30 
 

Eliot Hall 

Board Meeting Chapter Business Sept 21 7:30 RE 201 

General Meeting Pete Ashdown Oct 12 7:30 Eliot Hall 

Board Meeting Chapter Business Oct 19 7:30 RE 201 

 General Meetings are for all members and the general public. There are no admission charges. 

 Discussion Group meetings are open to everyone. A different book or topic is covered every month. 

 Board Meetings are planning and business sessions. They are open to all members. 

 Eliot Hall is in the First Unitarian Church located at 569 South 1300 East in Salt Lake City. 

 RE 201 is upstairs in the East Educational Building at the First Unitarian Church. 

Notes: 

Humanists of Utah 
A Chapter of the American Humanist Association 

P.O. Box 1043 
West Jordan, UT 84084 


